the choice for europe, may 9, 1938
But even that would only be a beginning, To the east of Europe
lies the enormous power of Russia, a country whose form of govern*
ment I detest, but which at any rate seeks no military aggression
upon its neighbours, a country whose interests are peace, a country
profoundly menaced by Nazi hostility, a country which lies as a
great background and counterpoise at this moment to all those
states of Middle Europe I have mentioned. We should certainly
not go cap in hand to Soviet Russia, or count in any definite manner
upon Russian action, But how improvidently foolish we should be
when dangers are so great, to put needless barriers in the way of the
general association of the great Russian mass with resistance to an
act of Nazi aggression.
There is, however, a third stage in the process. JTxere is Poland;
and the countries of the north, the Baltic states, the Scandinavian
powers* If we had once gathered together the forces I have
mentioned, we should then be in a position to offer these countries
a very great measure of armed security for peace, At the present
time they do not know which way to turn. But if they saw a
strong, armed association, such as I have described, whoso interest
in peace was the same as theirs, they might easily be induced to
throw in their lot with us and " make assurance double sure*"
But what is this but a recreated League of Nations, devoted to
its original purpose, namely the prevention of war ? If we could, there-
fore, get as far as this, believe me the war danger would be removed
from us perhaps for our lifetime. And across the Atlantic Ocean the
United States would signal her encouragement and sympathy.
I shall be told, " But this is the encirclement of Germany."
I say, " No, this is the encirclement of an aggressor." Nations who,
are bound by the Covenant can never, however powerful they t&ay
be, menace the peace and independence of any other state. That
is the essence of the conditions which bring them together. To
form a war combination against a single state would be a crime.
To form a combination for mutual defence against a probable
aggressor is not only no crime, but the highest moral duty and virtue.
We ask no security for ourselves that we are not prepared freely to
extend to Germany, If Germany nourishes no aggressive designs,
if Germany professes herself to be afraid of attack, let her join
too; let her join the club and share fairly and equally all its
privileges and safeguards.
We have made an agreement with Italy about which there are
many hopes and many misgivings, No one knows, however, on
which side Italy would be found to stand if Nazi Germany preci-
pitates another great war. But Italy has great service to render

